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COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE METROPOLI-
TAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF 
GOVERNMENTS 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, I am 
pleased to recognize the 50th anniversary of 
the Metropolitan Washington Council of Gov-
ernments. 

In April 1957, 40 officials from the Wash-
ington area established an organization to ex-
change ideas and work together on regional 
issues such as transportation, the environ-
ment, and public safety. This organization 
would become known as the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments—or 
COG. 

Over the years, COG has facilitated regional 
responses to such important initiatives as 
cleaning up the Potomac River, creating more 
affordable housing for metropolitan residents, 
and the development and coordination of re-
gional public safety. In addition to helping gal-
vanize the region’s response to the September 
11 attacks, COG continues to facilitate the re-
gion’s ongoing emergency preparedness pro-
grams. 

During its 50 years of existence, COG’s ac-
tivities have touched every aspect of the lives 
of the citizens of the National Capital region. 
I rise today to congratulate COG for 50 years 
of successful and effective collaboration and 
for the work it continues to do to improve the 
lives of our citizens. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF NATIVE AMERICAN 
VETERANS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 5, 2007 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of H. Res. 744, recognizing the 
contributions of Native American veterans. 
These veterans have served with courage, 
pride, and honor to protect this country and 
the freedoms we hold dear. 

As we approach Veterans Day, it is impera-
tive that we all remember and honor those 
who have sacrificed their lives and families for 
the safety and security of this Nation. 

I am very pleased that Congress has 
passed my legislation that honors Private First 
Class Charles George, a Native American vet-
eran that served in the Korean War. Pfc. 
George was a member of the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and was raised in the 
Birdtown community of the Qualla Boundary. 
He attended Cherokee Schools before enlist-
ing in the U.S. Army and being sent to fight in 

the Korean War. Pfc. George left his home to 
fight for our Nation, but the young man did not 
return to our mountains. 

On November 30th, 1952, while fighting in 
Korea, Private First Class George was killed in 
action. He died saving the lives of those 
around him. He was posthumously awarded 
the Congressional Medal of Honor for his ac-
tions during the Korean War. 

The Department of Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center in Asheville, North Carolina will be re-
named the ‘‘Charles George Department of 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center’’ at the end of 
this month to honor his actions and valor. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Native American veterans for their valiant 
service on behalf of our Nation. 
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HONORING JOHN P. CASEY FOR 
RECEIVING THE WILLIAM 
CRAWFORD DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE AWARD 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize John P. Casey, President 
of Electric Boat in Groton, Connecticut, who 
has been honored by the Eastern Connecticut 
Chamber of Commerce with its William 
Crawford Distinguished Service Award. 

Each year, the William Crawford Distin-
guished Service Award is awarded to an indi-
vidual in eastern Connecticut who exemplifies 
the spirit of service to their neighbors and who 
has worked to improve the quality of life in 
eastern Connecticut. Any who know him 
should have no doubt that John Casey meets 
the criteria for this award. 

As President of one of the largest employ-
ers in the region, John Casey is, by definition, 
a pillar of the communities of southeastern 
Connecticut. However, John’s impact goes far 
beyond his role as a corporate executive. 
Throughout the years he has risen through the 
ranks at Electric Boat, he has demonstrated a 
unique brand of leadership which recognizes 
that more can be achieved when all elements 
of the workforce are summoned tackle a chal-
lenge. This approach is helping to streamline 
the submarine construction process and re-
duce the costs to the taxpayer—both critical 
milestones to increasing our submarine pro-
duction rate. 

John is also a fighter for the causes impor-
tant to eastern Connecticut. In 2005, he was 
a key figure in the fight to save Submarine 
Base New London. His arguments in favor of 
the synergy that is achieved by locating the 
‘‘Submarine Capital of the World’’ next to the 
nation’s premier builder of submarines helped 
keep the base open. His voice rose above 
many others in convincing key decision mak-
ers that the Sub Base was too vital an asset 
to Connecticut and our Nation to lose. 

John Casey is a true leader in eastern Con-
necticut, and one I have had the honor and 

pleasure to work closely with over the past 
year. I commend the Eastern Connecticut 
Chamber of Commerce for recognizing his 
great work on behalf of his employees, the re-
gion and our Nation, and I ask my colleagues 
to join with me in honoring him. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE GARFIELD 
PARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Garfield Park Christian Church which 
celebrates its centennial anniversary in the 
City of Santa Cruz, California this November. 
Commonly known as the ‘‘circle church’’ the 
surrounding neighborhoods were designed as 
a series of concentric circles built around the 
original tabernacle, making the church and the 
neighborhood forever linked. 

Nestled into the heart of the Westside of 
Santa Cruz, not only does the Church cele-
brate a hundred years in our community but 
the neighborhoods surrounding the building do 
as well. Today the church grounds are a com-
mon meeting place for children, families and 
pet lovers. The church provides not only a 
place of worship but a cultural and community 
center for the surrounding homes and neigh-
borhoods. It is estimated that over five hun-
dred people use the facilities for events, meet-
ings and gatherings each week. 

Built in 1890, the church was designed to 
be a religious center to the unique surrounding 
neighborhoods that were built in circles around 
the church and serve as its congregation. 
When their original tabernacle burnt down in 
1935, the spirit of the church did not falter. 
The loss was turned into a gift when for more 
than twenty years the site of the original taber-
nacle was leased to the city to be a park and 
playground, the original ‘‘Garfield Park.’’ Today 
the Garfield Park Christian Church sanctuary 
and gym stand on the site of the old Taber-
nacle, tying the new buildings to their original 
beginnings. 

Although Garfield Park Church does have a 
legacy of being a place of worship among its 
congregation, it is also devoted to keeping 
alive compassion and strength of community 
in its surrounding residents. Two other con-
gregations meet in the building each week 
along with the building being home to the an-
nual Hindu Navratri festival and other events. 
By opening its doors and hearts to so many 
groups, meetings and people, the Garfield 
Park Church displays its commitment to open 
compassion and unity. 

With this anniversary the church will adopt a 
new name in celebration of their centennial 
celebration. Moving forward they are adopting 
‘‘A New Vision for a New Century’’ and a new 
name ‘‘The Circle Church, Disciples of Christ,’’ 
as they look forward to the next hundred 
years. 
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